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with wonder and pleasure, while Dr. Johnson harangued. I am vexed that I cannot take down his full strain of eloquence.
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15.
The gentlemen of the clan went away early in the morning to the harbour of Lochbradale, to take leave of some of their friends who were going to America. It was a very wet clay. We looked at Rorie More's horn, which is a large cow's horn, with the mouth of it ornamented with silver curiously carved. It holds rather more than a bottle and a half. Every Laird of M'Leod, it is said, must, as a proof of his manhood1', drink it off full of claret, without laying it down. From Rorie More many of the branches of the family are descended; in particular, the Talisker branch; so that his name is much talked of. We also saw his bow, which hardly any man now can bend, and his Claymore, which was wielded with both hands, and is of a prodigious size. We saw here some old pieces of iron armour, immensely heavy. The broadsword now used, though called the Claymore, (i.e. the great sword?) is much smaller than that used in Rorie More's time. There is hardly a target now to be found in the Highlands. After the disarming act1, they made them serve as covers to their butter-milk barrels ; a kind of change, like beating spears into pruning-hooks'.
Sir George Mackenzie's Works (the folio edition) happened to lie in a window in the dining room. I asked Dr. Johnson to look at the Cliaractcres Advocatornm. He allowed him power of mind, and that he understood very well what he tells"; but said, that there was too much declamation,
1 This act was passed in 1746.
' Isaiah, ii. 4.
3 Sir Walter Scott, after mentioning Lord Orford's (Horace Wai-pole) History af His Own Time, continues:—'The Memoirs of our Scots by Sir George Mackenzie are o£ the same class—both immersed in little political detail, and the struggling skirmish of party, seem to have lost sight of the great progressive movements of human affairs.' Lockhart's Scott, vii. 12.
V.— 16                                                                      andnevolence we see in the few who are good is acquired by reason and religion.' Life of Mrs. Chapone, p. 73. Sec/twA p. 244,
